
Health Care Reform

    Reforming Our Nation's Broken Health Care System
  
A Statement from Congresswoman Betty McCollum
"I strongly support President Obama's goal of reforming our nation's broken health care system
with a focus on reducing cost, increasing access, and ensuring quality care for all Americans.
The current system is not sustainable for families, businesses, taxpayers, or providers of health
care. Some 60 million Americans are uninsured or under-insured and are too often left to
access care in the emergency room -- where it is too expensive and too late. Millions more are
just one pink-slip away from completely losing health insurance."   

"It's time to build a health care system focused on outcomes for patients rather than profits for
the health care industry. To achieve this goal, access to comprehensive health insurance and
basic health care must be expanded. Preventative services and public health must become
priority investments that will reduce costs. All of America's children must be covered.
Prescription drugs should be affordable. No one should be denied coverage due to pre-existing
conditions. And medical decisions should be made by patients and doctors - not by insurance
company accountants." 

  

"For the many Americans who are satisfied with their doctors and private insurance legislation
moving forward in the U.S. House ensures you can keep your doctor and policy while providing
relief from skyrocketing insurance premiums. For families who need an affordable insurance
option, I strongly support the creation of a public option that will expand the opportunity for
coverage and create competition in the marketplace to keep premium costs down and ensure
quality care."

  August 13, 2009 : Statement -- McCollum hosts health care reform community meeting in St.
Paul
  
  Video Message:  Rep. McCollum on the need for health care reform   

U.S. House Unveils Sweeping Health Care Reform Legislation:
America's Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009 (H.R. 3200)

Summary of House Bill
Text of House Bill
Energy &amp; Commerce Committee Clearinghouse
Education &amp; Labor Committee Clearinghouse
Ways &amp; Means Committee Clearinghouse
President Obama’s statement
Health Care Reform Documents from Majority Leader Steny Hoyer   
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            Congresswoman McCollum listens to testimony from Minnesota health care experts during a July 20, 2009 hearing at the State Capitol exploring the opportunities and challenges of the federal health care reform legislation moving through Congress            McCollum Advocates for Minnesota and Other High Quality/Low Cost States    July 22, 2009: Letter -- McCollum and entire Minnesota Congressional Delegation sendsbipartisan letter urging President Obama to address ‘intolerable’ Medicare reimbursementinequity in health care reform. Click here for letter   July 20, 2009: Health Care Reform Hearing -- Opportunities and Challenges for Minnesota. Click here for witness testimony July 9, 2009: Letter -- McCollum and 20 Democrats request meeting with U.S. Houseleadership to fix inequity in Medicare . Click here to read letter  July 1, 2009: Statement -- McCollum hosts health care town hall meeting in St. Paul.  Clickhere to read statement  June 26, 2009: Letter -- McCollum Authors Letter Calling for Incentives for High-qualityLow-cost States. Click here to read letter  Media Coverage of Medicare's Unfair Treatment of Minnesota  Star Tribune: Democrats credited Minnesota Rep. Betty McCollum with spearheading acoalition of U.S. House members seeking to reverse decades-old variations in health carespending that led to higher Medicare reimbursements in many coastal and southern parts of thenation. "She lit a fire," said Rep. Jay Inslee, D-Washington, referring to a speech by McCollumin a recent Democratic caucus gathering on health care. [House Democratsreach deal to reduce regional Medicare spending disparities, by Kevin Diaz, Star Tribune, July24, 2009]   Minnesota Public Radio: The proposal would spend $8 billion to make the Medicare paymentadjustments in 2012 and 2013. During those years no state would see its Medicare ratesreduced. But McCollum said that by 2014, some high-cost health care states will likely see theirpayments drop. "So we're going to fix the rate inequities and we'regoing to move to make sure we put people first and their health care first." [McCollum says deal reached on Medicare concerns, by Lorna Benson, MPR, July 24, 2009]  Minnesota Independent: Rep. Betty McCollum says she won’t vote for a health carereform bill unless it fixes Medicare formulas that penalize Minnesota ’sabove-average health care system by imposing higher premiums. And she’s created acoalition of unlikely allies on the issue —Minnesota’s congressional delegates. The group has wildly divergent views on health care reform,but there’s one thing they all agree on:Minnesota shouldn’t get the shaft. Minnesota Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Al Franken joinedMcCollum along with Reps. Tim Walz, John Kline, Erik Paulsen, Keith Ellison, CollinPeterson and James Oberstar, in penning a letter to President Barack Obama.[McCollum ralliesMinnesotadelegation on Medicare equity. By Andy Birkey,MinnesotaIndependent, July 22, 2009]  MinnPost: "Another study is just procrastination, we don't need to study this," said Rep. BettyMcCollum, D-Minn., who has led the rally in the House to include an index in the bill that wouldreward quality and efficiency of care. "We know that the current system is broken." [Health care debate in Congress:Minnesotadelegation unites in opposing funding plan, By Cynthia Dizikes, MinnPost, July 23, 2009]      Pioneer Press: After conducting a health care hearing at the state Capitol on Monday, U.S.Rep. Betty McCollum said she is surprised and pleased by the growing public support she ishearing for a government-run health insurance plan to compete with private insurers…A dozenhealth care advocates, doctors, nurses and hospital and clinic administrators testified atMcCollum's hearing. McCollum told them the health care reform bill is "the most important[Minnesota/ Support for health care plan cheers McCollum, By Bill Salisbury, July 20, 2009]    Associated Press: U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum said she wants to improve oversight of thehealth care system before considering higher taxes to pay for an overhaul…McCollum also saidshe's not worried if legislation for a comprehensive health care overhaul falls behind schedule.It's important to get the proposal right, she said. [McCollum: Get health careright, Associated Press, July 14, 2009]    New England Journal of Medicine: "Another issue that could slow progress on reform — wideregional variations in per capita Medicare spending — has long festered without resolution. Butit burst into the limelight in June, thanks to a New Yorker article2 comparing one of the country’smost expensive health care markets, McAllen, Texas,withEl Paso,Texas, where medical spending is half as high. Obama discussed the article at a White House staffmeeting, and it has provoked members of Congress from affected states to demand action.During a July 8 meeting of the House Democratic caucus, Representative Betty McCollum(D-MN) pointed out that providers inMinnesotaand other states where per capita Medicare fee-for-service payments are below the nationalaverage and quality of care is generally higher are penalized by Medicare’s reimbursementformula."[More Checks Than Balances in the Struggle for Health Care Reform, By John K. Iglehart, NewEngland Journal of Medicine, July 15, 2009]Star Tribune: “To take the broken Medicare formula and apply it to a public plan would furtherharm states like Minnesota,” McCollum told reporters during a briefing Tuesdayon her negotiations with House leaders, who are preparing landmark comprehensive healthcare reform legislation. Still making clear that she’s an advocate of reform, McCollum madeclear “we cannot do health care reform without fixing the Medicare reimbursement system.”[High quality, low pay, by Kevin Diaz, Star Tribune, July 14th, 2009]  MPR: "Before I want to go to talking about increasing taxes, I want to make sure we've reallylooked, and we've put measures in place for the efficiencies and accountability," said McCollum.McCollum said the current effort to reform health care is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity andhas to be done correctly. [McCollum: Efficiencies can pay for health care reform, by TimPugmire, Minnesota Public Radio, July 13, 2009]Politico: One of the big early flash points has become a regional disparity in thereimbursement rates for Medicare. Rep. Betty McCollum has argued repeatedly thatstates like her native Minnesota and the Dakotas have been penalized becausethey generally provide patients with better health care for much lower costs. In turn,Medicare doesn’t pay health care providers in these communities the same as it does in,say, a crowded city where the outcomes, on average, are much worse and care is moreexpensive. “I don’t want to see the inequities included in a public plan,” McCollum said.Her message has resonated with fellow Democrats, particularly Blue Dogs, who includedit in their most recent requests for the bill.[Moderate Dems shaping health reform, by Patrick O'Connor, July 13, 2009, Politico]Politico: In a similar vein, the 20 rural and Western Democrats, led by Minnesota Rep.Betty McCollum, sent Pelosi and Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) a letter onThursday to request a meeting so they can make their case for why the legislationshould remedy inequities in the current system in which communities that providelow-cost, high-quality health care receive less money from Medicare than high-cost,low-quality, largely urban, communities. "Our 'low-cost, high-quality' states are settingthe national standard for Medicare, yet we are penalized by the current Medicarereimbursement formula," they argue in the letter. "I do not want to see these inequitiesincluded in a public plan," McCollum told POLITICO. "That makes no sense at all." [House Dems stall health bill unveiling, by Patrick O'Connor and Chris Frates, July 9,2009, Politico]  
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